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will "restitute his lewdness to a man" 1 "just as she indicates
the age of a stag by the ends of his antlers, and the influence of
the stars by their names [sic]. Thus, she made liverwort and
kidneywort, with leaves in the shape of the parts which they can

cure." 2

Similarly, black hellebore (Christmas flower) reveals its re--
juvenating power by blossoming in wintertime. Paracelsus in-
troduced this magic plant into European pharmacy and recom-
mended it to patients over fifty years of age. (The dose he
prescribed is just right to alleviate certain cases of arterio-
sclerosis, but the patient was cautioned to gather the flower
under the full moon.)
Not all of Nature's hints were so straightforward. Others
needed elaborate interpretation. Venereal disease, for instance,
is acquired from venal girls. It is "signed," the magus says, by
the god of the market, Mercury. A metal's name points to the
same god. Hence mercury is the cure for syphilis. Such indica-
tions were called "signatures"
The magi assumed that names, colors, shapes, and numbers
govern the relationships between the various parts of the world,
notably those between man (the microcosm^) and the universe
(macrocosm). The "small world" repeats the "great world,"
trait by trait. Like the pattern of a wonderful piece of tapestry,
it was assumed, the various phases of the creation reflect each
other in manifold ways. The features of one's face, the lines in
one's hand, or the flourishes of one's handwriting, many still be-
lieve, reveal his character. So astrology taught that a man's life
repeats a pattern of heavenly events. Other, so-called "mantic"
arts used stones, metals, flowers, letters and instruments to read
the physiognomy of the universe. A comprehensive canon of
these signatures was alleged to have been confided to Moses and
secretly inscribed in the Bible. Whosoever could decipher its
occult message could become as powerful as God, Scholars